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PART II
Population

Where Washingtonts People Live

Because of the influences of topogzrephy, climate, accessibility, and recent
industrialization, Washington's population is distributed unevenly throughout

the state, Over two~thirds of the people live in the western portion, concen-
trated largely in the industrial cities of Puget Sound, The Olympic Mountains
and Willapa Hills of the Coast Range and %the Cascade Mountains stand out as
sparsely populated areas in western Washington, The Willamett~Puget Sound Lowre
land, extending from Vancouver on the Columbia River northward to Bellingham
near the Canadian border, is the major population belt of the state, It contalns

a fairly well-distributed rural population on its river deltas and rolling,
glacial drift vlains,

untaing, hills , plateaus, irrigable valleys, and dry climatic con-
ditions cause a generally clustered pattern of population settlement in eastern
Washington, Mountainous arcas including the eastern Cascade Mountain slope,
the Okanogan Highlands, the Blue Mountains, and the Selkirks have but few psople.
Dryland and upland areas which cannot be irrigated, such as large portions of

i 4 Scablands, and the hills of Yakima Count
are thinly settled, Both rural and urban population is concentrated in the it
rigated Yakima, Kittitas, Wenatchee, Okanogan and Walla Walla Valleys and in the
Pasco and Quincy Basins, In the far eastern sectione~the Palouse Hillsm-the
uniform soil, topography and moderate rainfall permits a more evenly distribubed
population, The industrialized Spokane mebtropolitan area and the rich agricul=-
tural Yakima Valley are the major population elusters of eastern Washington,

Ex -]

The mountains, hills

Growth 2£ Ponulation

Washington was explored by Spanish, Russian, British, and American ex-
peditions between 1592 and 1805, but no settlement occurred until 1810, Cwner=-
ship of the area was disputed by America and Great Britain., A compromise, the
Joint Occupancy Treaty of 1818, permitted both American and British fur traders
and settlers to live north of the Columbia River, British interests (the Horthe
west Company and the Hudson's Bay Company) established fur trading posts at
Snokane and Walla Walla in 1810 and 1818, American claims were strengthened by
the Lewis and Clark Expedition (1804«1805) and by the settlements at Fort Spokane
Okanogan, and Astoria by the Pacific Fur Company, The British increased their
influence as they established agricultural settlements at Fort Vancouver and
Fort Nisqually between 182l and 1833, Settlement by Americans north of the Cow
Jlumbia, although permitted by treaty, was discouraged by the Kudson'!s Bay Company
which desired to maintain its fur trade monopoly.

-

A prowing tide of American land settlers over the Oregon Trail during the
18L01s changed the balance of control in favor of the United States. HMost of
the Americans settled in the Willamette Valley of Cregon, Unhindered by the
British, several hundred American settlers moved northward across the Columbia

R danm A mwn

into the Puget Sound country and soon outnumbered the British fur traderse



The conflict of interests was solved by the Cregon Treaty of 18h6, which
gave the United States the present area of Washington and established the
Canadian boundary as it exists today, Oregon Territory (including all of the
present state of Washington) was created in 1848 by Congress, with its capitol
in Salem, Oregon, Settlers north of the Columbia met in 1851 at the Monticello
Convention in present Longview, Washington, and asked for a separate territorial
government, Washington Territory was ereated March 2, 1851, with a capitol at
'Olympia‘on Puget Sound, Isaac T, 8tevens was appointed as Governora.

Population growth was slow before 1860, Lack of roads, the long distance

_ from the Rast, and the difficulty of clearing the dense forests of the Puget
Sound country kept immigration to a minimum, Indian hostility-prevented settle-

. ment in most of eastern Washington prior to 1858, and that tended to slow movee

ment into the Puget Sound Basin, The Washington population was only 1%,59L

actording to the 1860 Census, '

AN

.. In 1863, the Washington territorial boundaries were changed to the present
. state lines by the ereation of Idaho Territory. The Census of 1870 was the
first to follow the present boundaries, and it emmerated-a population of .

. 23,9954

om 1870 to 1890, New transcortinental railroads
he Ea one, The completion of

the Union Pacific to

= | (L m_
o} iver brought new settlers into southeastern
' Washington, When th

C iv

rthern Pacific reached Spokane in 1860 and was con-
{ ( rs occupied the Palouse and Big Bend wheat
lands and “he Yakima Valley, In 1883, six new counties were created in eastern
‘Washington, Expansion of coastwise shipping and lumbering built up the citiles
on Puget Sound and at Grays Harbor,. Washington Territory was admitted to the
Union as a stabte in 1889, The population at that time was 350,000,

,'The pariod 1900~1910 was & decade of rapid growth in which the étateigained
_ 624,000 persons, inote than doubling to 1,141,990, Two other railroads, Great
" Norbhern and Chicage, Milwaukee and Saint Paul, reached Puget Sound in 1893 and

] 19&95'réspectiyely. The lumber industry and agriculture supported more peoples
large volunes of lumber and wheat were being exported by ship and rail, Uany

' * land and timber seekers homesteaded free public domain. lands in the mountainous

areas, The Alaskan gold rush doubled Seattle's population within a decade,
, Railreads and ships brought large numbers of people from Europe, who took up
" lumbering, fishing, minidg, ‘and -agriculture; Ranked numerically according bo
the 1920 Census, the largest foreign-born’groups in the state were Canadians
(L2,000), Swedes (35,000), Norweglians (3L,000), English (23,000}, Germans

522,30?),-Ita153ns (18,000), Finns (12,500), Russians {11,000), and Irish
- (9,000), ‘ -
s * ish

Between 1910 and 1940 population grew at a élowér but‘steady raﬁe. "The

increass was about 20,000 per year. The lumber industry began %o decline

after 1929, Reduced employment and a growing scarcity of land were reflected
.in a slower rate of population growth, However, during the 1930%s, many farme
ers from the Great Plains drought areas moved overland. to Washington seelking
farming opportunities. ‘ .
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The 194041950 dacade brought the greatest increase in Washington history,
Primarily an overland movement of laborers to new defense industries, it re-

> L3 - 3 .
sulted in an increase of 642,772 in ten years, raising the state population to

2,378,963 in 1950, Host of the new growth was in the industrial metropolitan
districts in Xing, Pierce, Kitsap, Clark and Spokane Counties and at the Federal
atomic works in Benton County,

Urban and Rural) Population

In 1870 the entire population of Washington was living in rural areas~~in
villages and on farms, By 1900, 211,477 of the population of Washington, or
40,8 percent, were living in urban areas, In 1950, according to the Census
definition of "urban" which includes residents of towns of 2,500 and larger,
1,503,166 persons, or 63,2 percent, were living in urban areas, And over 52
percent lived in three standard metropolitan areas comprised of Seattle,

Tacoma, Spokane and their sur?ounding suburban cities and towns, This trend
follows the national pattern.

Table 1,- Population of Washington The rural population is predom~
1860~1955 ) inantly rural nonfarm, consisting of
' ' 602,026 persons who live in the counw
Yoor  Popaiation try, tut do not operate farms, The
rural farm population decreased about
1860 11,59 one~fifth betir
1870 ' 23,955 numbered only 273,771, or 11.5 pere
1880 75,116 cent of the state!s total 1950 popu~
1890 357,232 lation of 2,378,963, As a result of-
1900 518,103 - - the farm=to-city trend in Washington,
1910 1,141,990 about one person in ten is living on
1920 1,356,621 a farm and about six persons out of
1930 1,563,396 ten are living in a town or city
1940 1,726,191 : larger than 2,500,
1950 2,378,963
1955 2,580,000 According to the 1955 estimates
Sources: U.S. Gensus, Populabtion; of the Washington Census Board, the
Washington State Census ten leading cities of Washington
Board, April 1, 1955 ranked as follows: Seattle (555,000),
Estimate, Spokane (182,000}, Tacoma (156,000),

' © Yakima (43,000), Vancouver (L1,950),
Bellingham (35,700), Everstt (3L,100), Bremerton (32,2005, Walla Walla (25,400)
and Longview (23,500),

Population of Spokane County

Population has increased with each census since 1880, With the large
amount of industry and commerce concentrated in the city of Spokene, the popu-
lation has been about three-fourths urban since 1910, In 1955 an estimated
189,670 people were living within cities of 2,500 and larger, Another 66,230
persons were classed as rural, living in cities and villages, along highways,
in suburbs and on farms, The rural-farm population (persons living on and
operating farms) was only 6 percent of the total, Only 12,269 persons, or
about 6 out of each 100 residents in Spokane County lived on farms according



10 - . Spokans County, Washinton:

. 40 the 1950 Censub i In- farm

”v,countles in 1950, Since 1920 there has - been a trend of migration to the clty
from the farms as mechanization-of grain farming and consolidation of farms
_have created a surplus of labor, -Higher wages and steadier employment in Spo~

" . _kane and other Pacific Horthwest cities have also attracted many farm youths,

Table 2,- Population of Sﬁokane County o l :
" T Census i | Percent | Percent i
_Year Population_ -Rural | Urban
1870 : H/ .
1880 . h 262 100

. o .
1899 37,&67‘, 7;h5.9--‘-53i1
1900 575542 36,0 | 6L.0 .
1910 139,h0h 2542 | ThlS
1%20 | u-ll,289 i '26_6,1 ] 739
:.1930 1503477 23,2 7648
1940 16&,652 25s9 | Thal
.1950 | 221,561 2Le5 |- T545
vo.c 1985 2/). 255 900 2549 | Thel
. - I/ In 180L Spokane County was reorganlzed
s ;»" ' as part of Stevens County until 1879,
NS g/ Washlngton State Census Board, estimate
o Sources" U,S, Census, Pooulatlon. '
Washlngton S‘bate Census Board, o

Table 3.- Population of Incovpprated Places
Spokane’ County, l910~l955

=

s é;‘g;’rggr;‘;‘jg 1910 | 1920 | -agio | asho | 3950 | 19851/
Cheney . - | -~ 1,207| 13252 | 1,335 | 1,551 2,797 2,856
Deer Park - |- ,875'*_”1,103 1,009 | 1,070 1,167 1,266
Fairfield‘ | - 308| “"“h13] "8381 . 36h L 369 382
Latah -~ © 339 sso| o@sh | erof cehh| 0 240
Medical Lake 927 | 1,25k | 1,671 2,11k u 488 |  L;61L
Millwood - e h93 717 1, 20 | 1,710
Rock:ford 663 L35 381 s aeol TMake
Spangle - | . 2990 . -e291) . 218! .-203 eh2 | 2Ly ‘
" Spotane . ‘.‘1ou 102 1oh,h37 115,51& 122,001 {161,721 .| 182,000
Waverley ~ | . 318 c23h it 15l . a3l 120 U115 .

j ’Pppulatlons Tor 1955, are es;tamates of t ‘I-'JaéhingtonfStabe Consus
| " . Sources: U.S, Census, Pogglatlon. _
' washlngton State Census Board,
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With the exception of those located in the grein farming region of southern
Spokane County, the incorporated cities and villages have grown during the last
L5 years, The southern farm towns--Fairfield, Latah, Rockford, Spangle and
‘Waverley~-have less population than they had in 1910 and 1920, The more ine-
dustrialized and commercial cities and towns of the central and northern part
closer to Spokane have added population, The city of Spokane has grown by
78,000 since 1910, Cheney by 1,649 and Medicel Leke by 3,790, Deer Park and

the suburban city of Millwood alse show considerable gains in recent censuses.

Spolrane County has been a melting pot of many immigrants from foreign
lands, In 1890 nearly one~fourth of the population was from foreign countriess
Canada, Scandinevian countries, Germany and -Italy have been most important
sources of immigrants, Germans were the most prominent before 1890, Swedish
immigrants were second to Canadians by 1920, The percentage of foreign~born
white population decreased sharply after 1920 partly es a result of more re-
strictive federal immigration laws, In addition -te the. European and Canadian
nationalities in Table L, the 1950 Census tabulated 118 American Indians, The
second largest American-Japanese population in-the stete, 1,171 persons, also
live in Spokane County. American Negroes mimbered. 1,359 in 1950 and were nearly

21l living in the City of Spokane, employed in industrial and service trade
occupations, . cee

‘Pable lj,~ Foreign-Born White Population, Spokane County
1890, 1920 and 1950

~Courktry of Birth ] 1690 | 1920 | 1950
England and WaleSa.es| O12 2,176 | 1,330
seotlandssessescases 27)-!« AT )430
Northern Irelandeses| == - ('t
Ireland (Eire) coeeed 822 939 339
N(‘)T'—Wayooocon.ooeoo-o ?'l”; lyghl 1,225
Sweden.onncc-onoocoo 1,291-(‘ 3’317 1,930
Dermarkeeososceesoes 229 67? 353
NetherlandS.ceorsses 21 236 s
S“Wit‘zerland. ' EERENEREREN] 1’\,31 325 emes
Franceoooooooouoloo- 111 21.17 106
Gemanyeooooo.ouoooa 2,023 3,089 1,527
PolanGeessscscerseas| 10 2l;8 172
Czechoslovakifsessss| 25 - 107
A'ustria..’...‘...... 87 373 320
Yugos:l.aViao soceensas - :Ul9 183
Russia (UeSeSeRe Yaes| 73 671 635
Fi!\land..ooéic‘ci-iii bt 205 ]—‘72
I’Galy..e-nu.u.... 99 1,216 13015
Canada~Frenchiesessel == 101 226
Canada-OtheTseeesesa| 1,665 | L,613 ¢ 14,333
A1l other countries.. h7h 1927 1 1,209

Totals 8,059 182,207 | 15,76l
Percent foreign-born' 23,9 ' 15,7 | {el

Source: U,S, Census, Population
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| Agrioulture ranked only fifth in employment according to the 1950 Census.
“There were 79,3l7 enployed workers of which: the largest group, 21,727, were in
migcellaneous service occupations followed closely by 20,205 in retail and
wholesale stores, Only L,101 were earning wages enG salaries paid by farmers
or gaining income from self<employment on fzrms. In.the working force of Spow-
kene County 5 persons out of sach 100 were engaged in agriculture in 1950,
b " Table 5,- Employment. of the Population
Spokane County, 1950

g

“FTT¥le | Female |- lotal .. .-
. | Workers | Workeys: 'f--Wo:jkers

e

' . Types o:f‘ Ernpiéymérrb'_ .

g

ey ‘"

1;n_TdtaIVémplbyédfwéfkers ,.;..;.;;;a;.;éﬂ-SG,hlh. 22,933 | 79,347

Dot

-
'

Agricul‘bui‘e c’o'.t‘:o.'o . c o0 o"o c:ﬁo’ . ofo. sns ! 3)708 o 393 N Ll.,lOl i
FC'?E?*’.W and .fiSherie_S . Voo E':-:o;;'i:rt’o P I ' R 8 102 -
Mining ;0’9 . ll.. a_' -‘_o seen o‘_&c L i . l 211"- s ' . 27‘ . o 2"‘1 o

CCIi“LS"OI“LiC"t’JiOn :l [EXEXE] . Vo' Yeven -iii 55698, ’ 172 ‘ ";3870 L
'Me.nufa’cturing » voo crae a‘c . -‘a(‘i;;'r'g LA A 10,55? ' 1,685 ’ 123‘ 21]’2 o
Transpor’bation esresesssssatanten 6’632 ).151 ?5083
Retail and wholesale SLOTeS .eeees | 13,097 | 75108 | 203205
1i.g0eL1aneois BEYVIEes (sevsbeeses | 20,701 | 11,026: | 21,5727
. 2 . + -‘__ r.,h . . . .
emplbymen'b)'- secncsesadsseniges | . 3’1)-1'0 715 3’ 855
Other emplo}f_merrb eee seavae n_-n seves | 7 2’5?3 1) 3h8 3’ 921
q Sources U;S. Gensus, “mpf



